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ABSTRACT 

Slim hole continuous core drilling and on-site near real time core 
analysis offers a new dimension for oil and gas exploration, especially in 
remote, difficult, and environmentally sensitive areas. 

Technologies borrowed from the mining and oilfield drilling indus- 
tries, coupled with newly developed technologies give genesis to a new 
drilling and evaluation system designed around continuous coring, slim 
holes, and inverse logging - the logging of the actual rock as it is 
retrieved. 

It is possible this new system could cause a paradigm shift in the 
practice of exploration. 

INTRODUCTION 

Why drill a slim hole well? And what would be the definition of a 
slim hole. 

There are two basic reasons to consider drilling a slim hole. The 
first is very simple and basic - better economics. The second answer is 
borrowed from the continuous core mining drilling industry. To achieve a 
high percentage core recovery and to be cost effective, it is necessary to 
drill a slim hole. Then what is a good definition of a slim hole? A slim 
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